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FIFI and Ally, the designer

retailer based in Glasgow, has

underlined its growth ambi-

" tions by recruiting one of Scot-

land’s best-known bankers to
its board.

Brian Johnston, formerhead

of corporate banking at Bank

of Scotland, has become a -

non-executive director of Fifi

and Ally ahead of a growth

| pushwhich could see the fiym
open its first outlets in London
this year.

Owned jointly by retall
property expert Fiona Hamil-
ton and her art designer cousin
Alison Fielding, Fifi and Ally is

a showcase for designer goods

ranging from  clothes td
ceramics praduced by niche
operators across the world,

The store opened only 18
months ago, at a time when
many felt the retajl market had
peaked. However, trading has
.gone well enough that direc-
tors are confident the formula
pioneered in Scotland can be
rolled out elsewhere.

The expansion drive will

start with the opening of a
| wine bar and delicatessen on
Wellington Street in Glasgow
city centre in the summer.

- Hamilton and Fielding are

negotiating with agents fortwo .
sites in London and are think- -

ing about cities like Birming-

ham. In the longer term the.

company might open as many
as 10 outlets.. »
| Johnston said he was con-
|| fident there was'a big oppor-
tunity for Fifi and Ally to roll
|| out in fashion centres like
"I London, where people were
i| increasing spending on
branded products.
A+ He said Fifi and Ally fitted
well in a portfolio of roles at
|| fast-growing entrepreneurial
busmesses which he has built
up since last yearwhen he left
Bank of Scotland after 34
years, x
]ohnston also has non-exec-
utive roles at SK Chase, which
produces. and- sells gift
~vouchers online for hatels such
as: Gleneagles, Blackwood

| Distillers ofsShetland and

Manorlané ‘the housebuilder.
In,addition, Johnston is a

| ¢orsultant to the law firm'
i| Brodies and the investment

‘ b§n1< Noble Grossart.
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